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If You Care about Education, Read This
By Peter Doherty

Ixty years ago after Nazi
S bombs destroyed Britain’s

Houses of Parliament,
Prime Minister Winston Churchill
was offered advice about rebuild-
ing. The chambers, he was told,
were too small, dark, and uncom-
fortable. “Make them bigger,
brighter, and more inviting,” his
advisors said.

The Prime Minister thought for
awhile and then answered, “No.
First we shape our buildings and
then they shape us. Build them
back exactly as they were.” The
same can be said of our govern-
mental institutions. First we shape
them, then they shape our society.

Floridians who care about
education should keep Churchill's
comment in mind in the coming
months. The Governor, Senate
President, and Speaker of the
House will soon make 11 of the
most important education policy
appointments ever made in the
state. Those selected will sit on a
newly created commission
charged with directing a top-to-
bottom overhaul of all state
education functions—from the

state universities down to kinder-
garten. This commission was
mandated in a newly passed
reorganization bill made neces-
sary by a 1998 state constitutional
amendment that creates an
appointed State Board of Educa-
tion and Commissioner of Educa-
tion. The amendment takes effect
in January 2003.

The 11-member transition
commission will have a huge job.
Not only must it develop a plan for
effectively governing all of educa-
tion, but it must also deal with
some thorny, and politically super-
charged, issues the 2000 Florida
Legislature sidestepped while
considering the reorganization act.
Among these is the question of
whether to discard Florida's Board
of Regents that, under one name
or another, has governed the state
universities since 1905, and the
larger question of whether the
reorganization scheme fits
Florida’s needs at all. The former
guestion has already generated
controversy, but the latter may
prove harder to answer.
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and you should because in education
is found our future—watch this
commission closely. Nothing in recent
years can compare to it inimportance.
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Peter Doherty, Ph.D., is a senior
policy analyst with The James Madi-
son Institute in Tallahassee. He may
be contaced via e-mail at
peterd@jamesmadison.org.
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